CSC QUESTIONAIRE

As representatives of all competitors, we believe that it is important to identify the likes and dislikes that affect trends in competition.  Because our sport depends on bringing new pilots into competition,  we need to know what all competitors want, not only the competitors at the top levels of the sport.  Therefore, we offer this questionnaire to all competitors of all nations to collect data that will help guide the running of future events.

Return to: alan@alanblount.com  or mail to: Alan Blount, 10 Old Creek Rd, Palos Park, IL 60464 USA
Your name: __________________________________   EMAIL address: ______________________

Your country ______________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________

Approximately how many hours have you flown as PIC in hot air balloons? _______

The number of years you have flown competition? _____

Approximately how many competitions do you attend per year? _____

How many times have you competed in a National Championship? _____

How many times have you competed in a world / Continental championship?  _____

Do you desire to compete in a World Championship?  ________

Do you fly a “high performance” competition balloon (“racer”)?             “Standard” shaped balloon?_____       
If you fly a “standard” shaped balloon, are you considering purchasing a “racer” style balloon? ______

If you fly a “racer” shaped balloon, will your next balloon also be a “racer” style balloon? _______

Have you ever flown a logger task with no markers or a “virtual” task with track point scoring? ​​​​​​______

Style of competition   (Where indicated choose 1, 2 or 3)
A

1)  I prefer flying to a point in the sky on a logger type task. 

       OR

2)  I prefer dropping a marker at a target or road intersection on the ground.  

B
A task that requires flying a course, including points in the sky, or a series of maneuvers that challenge my piloting skill as determined from a logger track:

(1) is challenging, desirable and should be developed further in future competition.

       OR

(2) Is wrong for competition, stick with the “old style” of competition with use of

markers and observers.


       OR

(3) Should be slowly phased into competition with less emphasis in the future on use of

markers and observers.

C
1)  Competition should keep up with technology and encourage more use of loggers, GPS and computers.

       OR

(2)  Competition should maintain the activity of throwing a marker and receiving the “instant feedback” of the activity.

D
1) There should be a mix of logger  / GPS track scoring and marker scoring with movement away from use of markers.

       OR

(2) There should always be a mix of both styles (markers and logger tracks) of competition.


       OR  

(3) There should never be logger / GPS track scoring. 


       OR 

(4) There should be only logger / GPS track scoring. 

E
1) The reduced interaction of my crew with the competition in logger style tasks is not a concern.

       OR

(2) My crew’s interaction with watching and interacting with targets and markers is important to me. 

OBSERVERS: (Where indicated choose 1 or 2)
F

(1) The use of observers enhances my competition experience and should be continued.

       OR



(2) The use of observers interferes with my having a good competition experience.

G

(1) I believe that the use of observers causes more accurate results.


        OR



(2) I believe logger style competition causes more accurate results.

H

(1) Observers are a good way to feed the sport with new pilots.

        OR

(2) Observers are expensive and take away from prize money and stipends for competitors.

For new pilots:

I 
1)   I am more likely to begin competing in an environment that emphasized the use of technology and loggers. 

       OR

2) I am more likely to begin competing in an environment that emphasized the use of observers. 

       OR

3)   I am open to competing with a combination of logger scoring and observers. 

J
If competition retains the use of observers, how would you suggest that their costs be paid?  _______________________________________________________________

SAFETY

K
I believe that high rates of climb and descent are currently adequately limited by rules and /or officials.  ______________

L
I believe that high rates of climb and descent should be more restricted by rules and /or officials than they are now.  ______________

M
I believe that high rates of climb and descent should be regulated when no other balloons nearby (no threat to you or another balloon).  ___________

N
I believe that there should be little or no regulation of rapid rates of climb and descents in areas where there are no other balloons and that this is solely the responsibility of the pilot. ________

O
1) The capability of some balloons (racer style) to ascend or descend rapidly will negatively affect your decision to continue competing. ___________ 

       
       OR

2) I will continue to compete whether or not other balloons (racer style) ascend or descend very rapidly.

P
If YES to #1 in the previous set of questions, do you believe that regulation of rates of ascent or descent by the following means would change your mind?  ____________

1) Through the use of rules and penalties?


2) Through the use of rules governing ascents and descents only when other balloons are nearby?



3) Through enforcement of rules and penalties using logger data?



4)  None of the above?

 
Other Comments: _______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Q
1) Do you believe increased reliance on technology during competition enhances safety? _______________   

         
       OR

2) Or that reliance on technology is more hazardous? _______

R
If you have flown at least one logger task, do you consider logger tasks less safe or more safe than traditional tasks? ___________________

LEARNING CURVE

S
Do you believe that there is a higher ________ or lower ________ learning curve with newer logger style competition for a new competitor then there is with standard competition using observers?

T
Do you believe using loggers instead of observers will bring more                or fewer ________       pilots to competition?

U
On a scale of 1 to 5, how would you rate your competency level with using a GPS?  (1 is lowest, 5 is highest.)   ____________ 

V
On a scale of 1 to 5, how would you rate your competency level with using a computer in competition?   (1 is lowest, 5 is highest.) __________

COMPETITION

W
I believe that a result may, in some tasks, be determined by a logger track point.   _______

X
I believe that there can be good competition if a competitor can choose to achieve a result for either a point on a track at high altitude with and “assessed” result using a mathematical drift OR an actual marker on the ground. ________ 

Y
I believe that a task is fair if it requires pilots to ascend or descent rapidly to achieve a good result, assuming that pilots have different styles of balloons where some might be better or more poorly adapted to this style of task. (High performance “racers” VS standard shapes) ______________

Z
Do you believe that competitors who berate badger or interfere with an official should receive penalties or other punishment for their activity? ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________              

SERVICE

S1
IF you are a top level competitor in your country and have a good command of the English language, do you have a desire to serve on the CIA Competitor Sub Committee? _____________

S2
Are you interested in becoming an official in competition? ______________  If yes, in what area? ______________________________________________________________________________

OTHER

O1
Have you read the Sporting Code and the CIA model rules? ______________________________

O2
Do you know where to find the Sporting Code and the CIA model rules? ____________________

O3
Would you find a mentoring or training system for competition, especially one that educated about the newer styles of competition, and was published on the internet to be of high value?  ________

O4
Do you know how to subscribe and use the competitor’s internet reflector? (See below) ________

Subscribe by:  Go to the FAI web site at: www.fai.org  and then select MAILING LISTS in the upper right hand corner. Or go directly to the following: http://www.fai.org/general/subscribe.asp?list=cia-csc-l
 
What other comments or suggestions do you have concerning competition?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to: alan@alanblount.com                        





Alan Blount

or regular mail to:

10 Old Creek Road

Palos Park, IL 60464 USA
