
FEMALE	
  PG	
  SURVEY	
  by	
  Adel	
  HONTI	
  
(Hungary).	
  2015	
  FB:	
  «	
  female	
  

paragliding	
  »	
  735	
  pilots	
  



Involved	
  286	
  female	
  pilots	
  from	
  
all	
  over	
  the	
  world	
  

Data	
  were	
  collected	
  from	
  3	
  different	
  
female	
  only	
  PG	
  forums.	
  





















•  Needs	
  different	
  approach	
  towards	
  risk	
  taking	
  and	
  also	
  
peer	
  support	
  for	
  balancing	
  family	
  and	
  the	
  sport	
  

•  	
  I	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  really	
  useful	
  to	
  have	
  female	
  mentors	
  -­‐	
  
certainly	
  helped	
  me	
  as	
  the	
  only	
  female	
  on	
  my	
  course	
  
that	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  female	
  instructor	
  

•  Different	
  psychology	
  and	
  way	
  of	
  explaining	
  things.	
  a	
  
more	
  empathic	
  approach	
  

•  Gear	
  discussions.	
  More	
  focus	
  on	
  understanding	
  the	
  
difference	
  between	
  felt	
  and	
  real	
  danger.	
  Focus	
  on	
  
building	
  a	
  female	
  community	
  	
  

•  Put	
  more	
  emphasis	
  on	
  building	
  up	
  confidence.	
  I	
  have	
  
seen	
  female	
  pilots	
  drop	
  a]er	
  1	
  or	
  2	
  weeks	
  of	
  trainings	
  
because	
  they	
  felt	
  the	
  sport	
  was	
  too	
  demanding,	
  while	
  it	
  
was	
  actually	
  because	
  the	
  instructor	
  was	
  just	
  too	
  tough	
  
and	
  didn't	
  take	
  their	
  quesbons	
  and	
  concerns	
  seriously	
  	
  



Have	
  you	
  ever	
  felt	
  that	
  being	
  a	
  female	
  in	
  this	
  
sport	
  was	
  a	
  disadvantage?	
  

	
  
Out	
  of	
  282	
  pilots,	
  30%	
  answered	
  yes.	
  	
  
	
  
Not	
  a	
  majority,	
  but	
  a	
  significant	
  number.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  	
  
	
  

•  Because	
  of	
  the	
  compebbon	
  glider	
  size	
  which	
  penalises	
  
light	
  weight	
  pilots	
  

•  being	
  in	
  a	
  minority	
  can	
  be	
  uncomfortable,	
  but	
  the	
  
Women	
  Open	
  comp	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  back	
  changed	
  that	
  a	
  
lot.	
  

•  small	
  wing,	
  light	
  weigh,	
  no	
  speed	
  !	
  
•  So	
  many	
  guys	
  want	
  girls	
  in	
  the	
  sport,	
  then	
  belifle	
  us	
  or	
  
pick	
  on	
  us.	
  

•  Men	
  are	
  at	
  an	
  advantage	
  due	
  to	
  heavier	
  gear.	
  They	
  
tend	
  to	
  look	
  down	
  at	
  women	
  pilots	
  in	
  compebbons,	
  
especially	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  beginner	
  compebtor,	
  or	
  not	
  so	
  
young	
  anymore	
  	
  

•  Hard	
  to	
  find	
  wings	
  at	
  the	
  proper	
  size	
  (and	
  carrying	
  
ballast	
  means	
  that	
  acbvibes	
  like	
  hike&fly	
  become	
  
difficult...).	
  Training	
  is	
  somebmes	
  not	
  adapted.	
  


